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We have already heard of the Finglas Brigade, which
had been raised as a counterpoise to Raymond's
French troops. There were several other regiments of
this description, officered by Europeans who had not
enjoyed a regular military training, and it was in a great
measure upon these regiments that the Nizam relied for
furnishing the contingent he was bound to supply in
case of war. They were accordingly employed for the
most part in the western or Aurungabad division of the
dominions, from which side danger was chiefly appre-
hended. Amongst officers of this stamp was a Mr.
William Palmer, who had entered the Nizam's service
in 1799, and had seen active service in the Mahratta
War of 1803-4, under Colonel Stevenson, in Berar, by
whom he had been appointed Brigade-Major. Of this
gentleman we shall hear more later on.

It has already been narrated that Captain Achilles
Kirkpatrick was the Resident at Hyderabad during the
important events which occurred in the five years pre-
vious to Nizam Ali Khan's death. Captain Kirkpatrick
exercised very great personal influence in Hyderabad
during the nine years that he was Resident, and formed
a romantic attachment to a young lady connected with
the great family of Mir Alum. It is related that the young
lady was about to be forced into a marriage which was
distasteful to her, and that, rather than submit to it,
she took refuge in the Resident's house, or rather zenana ;
for in those days it was not considered a reproach for a
European official to conform in this respect with the cus-
toms of the country. This led to an intimate connection
between the lady and Captain Kirkpatrick. He brought
her openly to the Residency, (t built for her specially,
the Rang Mahal, and there made the usual public acknow-
ledgment of marriage according to Mahomedan ritual,